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Editorial 


We begin a new volume of THe Lisrary Wor.p with this number. For forty-nine years we 
have striven to maintain the policy and programme of its founder and first Editor, James 
Duff Brown: to provide a journal for independent opinion to find utterance in; for young 
librarians to make their needs and aspirations known ; for intelligent, and we hope generally 
constructive, criticism to be made ; and for such personal chronicles to appear as would seem 
to create and perpetuate friendships. Much of permanent worth has adorned our pages and, 
of course, much that served the passing moment but always, even in the many controversial 
Letters on Our Affairs which for thirty-three years have continued unbroken, the effort has 
been to serve and in no circumstances to allow personal anonymous attack. We shall continue 
in our established course but we hope, as conditions grow easier, to widen our aétivities in 
harmony with the necessary advances in library method and praétice. We invite the new men, 
to whom the profession looks for the new heart which keeps its body going, to use our pages 
when they have anything to say. 
* * * 

In retrospect the Brighton Conference was much more miscellaneous than that at 
Blackpool ; it ranged over many matters and all received treatment which will make the 
“ Proceedings ” worthy of study for some time to come. Those who were fortunate enough 
to attend—a point we may Stress because, even at the best attended conference only about 
one-sixth of the members of the profession can be there—were fortunate guests of a town 
which manages things well and is adept at welcoming them. Perfect weather, fine meeting 
halls and good hotels played their part, although with the new National Charter allowances, 
it might be considered whether hotels which charge £2 a day should be chosen for Head- 
quarters. The ‘‘ management ” was faultless. The Mayoral Reception, the Inaugural Address, 
the meetings, and even the Exhibition were excellently done. President Gordon maintained 
at their best level the charm, eloquence and dignity of his forerunners, and the teams of 
speakers gave us abundant material for discussion. It may be that the discussions reached no 
very high standard. They seldom do as there are always those members of local authorities | 
present who see in them an opportunity for public speech, or to advertise what they, mis- 
takenly as a rule, believe to be the novel services of their own towns. This, experience teaches 
us, is inevitable and we should welcome every manifestation by local councillors of interest, 
when it is genuine, in library aétivities ; and we are sure that much of what we heard was 
genuine. 


* * * * * 


President Gordon introduced a certain stark realism into his address when he asked why, 
after well-nigh a century, the public library had failed to impress itself upon the public men, 
the publicists, even the social historians of our country. His whole address seemed to us to 
commute much of that pessimism, for he told us, in modest way, his own life story and showed 
eloquently the immense developments men who are his contemporaries have been privileged 
to see. Our progress, we may assure, will never be spectacular ; it will be insidious, pro- 
gressive and cumulative. We have said in these pages on several occasions that library work 
cannot be sensational ; it is pervasive and, ultimately, spiritual. The authors of social histories, 
who draw upon us for their material and in their pages do not recognize our existence even 
when dealing with seminal educational and social influences, take us so much for granted that 
they are not faintly aware that without us half of those influences would not have existed. To 
remedy this is a task that has defeated even the American librarian with his vastly larger 
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territory and financial backing. Otherwise, why the important and expensive enquiry now 
being undertaken upon the province and achievements of the public library over there ? Men 
like Lionel Roy McColvin, now leading us, are very alive to the problem. It involves far more 
than mere advertising ; organization, co-operation, lobbying and constant vigilance are all 
required in its solution. The times are a fine challenge and the President was right to sound his 
toscin upon it in his own way. 

* * * * * 

Library education, we know, is the subjeé that most continuously interests our readers. 
The pronouncements on this at Brighton show how far opinion has advanced in a few years. 
The whole scheme worked out by the L.A. Emergency Committee even when the Doodlebugs 
were falling around it, has now been adopted substantially by the Annual Meeting. Councillor 
R. A. Dippie, of Croydon, asked if it was not a good business proposition to recruit assistants 
at sixteen or seventeen, to give them a year’s trial, then let them go first to a year of military 
service, thence to a whole-time library school, and restore them on return to their library 
berth. The difficulties were recognized, but they are overcome in the case of teachers who, 
Mr. Dippie declared, are more like librarians than librarians are like any other members of 
municipal staffs. 

* * * * + 

If we were to pursue the point raised by our correspondent on another page, we should 
say that an obvious charaétertistic of the Conference was the high level of performance. For 
example, Mr. Irwin in his handling of the increased subscription, showed just that amount of 
reticence and force which the occasion required. The chairmen were all skilled at their job 
and all the papers had been prepared with real thought and had adequate expressional value 
in them. The conference confirmed the impression we have held for some time that the work 
done during the war was done so well that the new men who have come along have been able, 
with complete success, to adapt it to their purposes. We have a good team at work for us and, 
in Lionel McColvin, the Association possesses a constructive leader whose knowledge and 
purpose are backed by unremitting industry and tenacity. His speech on his overseas 
journeyings in its effe¢t matched that made at Scarborough on his Russian journeys by Mr. 
Cashmore. The future, strenuous as it must be, scems to be in good hands. 

* * * * 

At one time we were informed that broadcasting was wide open to librarianship if we 
had only the will to enter upon it. Of late years too little has been heard over the air about 
libraries and their work. It was, therefore, gratifying that on two occasions in mid-June the 
subject did come out of our loudspeakers, First, when three librarians, Edward Sydney, 
Andrew Shirley, and Capt. G. R. Barrow, representing three different types were heard, and 
second when Raymond Irwin gave a summary account of the Conference. This is good work 
and we hope is the revival of something that may continue. 

International courtesies amongst library workers are always to be desired. The pilgrimage 
of five British librarians, at the invitation of the Danish Library Association, to Denmark last 
month was a case in point. Denmark has a liberal type of public library service, with rural 
activities based on the capital, of which our information here needs to be brought up to date. 
We are sure that this will be one gratifying result of an excursion which must have given 
pleasure to all concerned in it. In the absence of the president, the British visitors were led by 
Mr. Cashmore who, however, on the return journey became very unwell and an enforced stay 
in University Hospital continues at the time of writing. This we hope, will pass speedily, 
if it has not already done so by the time this note appears. We feel that Mr. Cashmore has 


consistently overworked for many years ; much to our benefit. 


We find pleasure in recording the acknowledgments made, rather too rarely, by authors 
to librarians. A recent, graceful example takes the form of a leather bound copy of his new 
novel, King Cotton, sent by Thomas Armstrong to Mr. J. F. Smith, the Chief Librarian of 
Liverpool, inscribed with the expression of the author’s gratitude for help given and friendship 
shared. It is interesting to note that 75,000 copies of this novel were subscribed for before 
publication—a modern record which recalls the subscription to Hall Caine’s The Christian. 
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Brighton: A Diary 


By W. C. Berwick Savers 
(Continued from page 173) 

Wednesday, 11th June, 1947. 

I suppose that today we have had the most practical and controversial meetings of the 
Conference ; yet these passed off without any real heat. The President chaired the morning 
one when we had the three points of view of the librarian—W. A. Munford ; the publisher— 
Mr. Sydney J. Goldsack, of Collins ; and the bookseller-—Mr. Cadness Page, who combines 
the librarianship of Harrods and management of its bookselling side, with the work of a 
Borough Councillor and library committeeman. Mr. Munford exposed the leanness of the 
field of supply, the needs we have of new books and the great number of classics which are 
unobtainable, quite apart from text-books. The main feature, from my point of view, was the 
cold douche on our claim as public libraries to be great book-buyers, bestowed both by Mr. 
Goldsack and Mr. Cadness Page. The former told us that our annual expenditure—his figures 
were given him by Mr. Welsford—was £750,000. “‘ Oxford and Cambridge alone as university 
towns spend as much in a year”; and Mr. Cadness Page said his firm spent either one-third 
(or one-fourth) of that sum annually on books. These are amazing statements and | have no 
means of controverting them. In the course of his paper Mr. Goldsack pleaded that ewe send 
a telegram to the Prime Minister soliciting more paper for books. Discussion followed, in 
which at least one authority chairman (a woman) asked if paper and books, in these days of 
housing famine, were really a first priority ? My own answer to this would be: it is. Moreover 
the Library Association, as such, is concerned with library efficiency, not with housing 
difficulties, whatever may be our sympathies as individuals. The discount 10 per cent, was 
challenged of course, though a more infelicitous time for pursuing it could scarcely be 
imagined. The truth is that the average public man cannot see that to buy a thousand 
individual books from fifty publishers, although it may be done through one bookseller, is 
not the same thing as buying a thousand tons of coal for the eleétricity works. Anyway, the 
telegram was not sent, nor #t this meeting was any action taken upon the Net Books Agreement. 
These papers must be read as I have only touched upon two points in them. 

After lunch, with Mr. Nowell in the chair, we had three papers on the education of future 
librarians. If you recall the lively, not to say critical, and sometimes acrimonious, discussions 
we have had on this subjeét, you will think this session one of the tamest in our record. Mr. 
F. G. B. Hutchings, who is proving a worthy successor to George V. Hayward (whose work 
must not easily be forgotten) as chairman of the Education Committee, outlined the new 
approach to training provided by the technical colleges with their whole time courses. He 
described their work and the impression his visits to them had made upon him, his confidence 
in their directors and his gratification at the enthusiasm of the students. Councillor R. A. 
Dippie, of Croydon, gave the angle of the Chairman of Committee with most useful suggestions 
that, as the local authority, with the backing of the Education Aéts, was able to provide for 
college training for teachers, so it could, with the grants possible under the Education A& of 
1944, allow such training for librarians who were more like teachers than any other members 
of their Staffs. Mr. Horrocks gave the assistant’s point of view with skill. I have not had the 
pleasure before of hearing or meeting Mr. Horrocks, although I have read all his writings in 
the Record and elsewhere, and I was glad to confirm my opinion of his great promise. In the 
discussion plea was made for the continuance of correspondence, and part-time oral, instruction 
and the assurance was given that there was no fear of their disconttnuance. 

1 could not get to the Seétional meeting in the later afternoon. There was one, chaired 
by Mr. H. W. Marr, in which Mr. E. Cave and Mr. J. W. Butler discussed urban and county 
librarianship. The evidence now is that the differences between the two are far less than had 
been imagined; the two services are really one. There was value, | think, in a county 
libraries seétion, but that was in the pioneer stages, and, unfortunately, every section, every 
branch, of an association unconsciously has a tendency to emphasize and perhaps magnify 
the differences between itself and other parts of the common profession. A second seétional 
meeting, presided over by Mr. R. H. Hill, in the enforced absence of Dr. Esdaile, heard and 
debated a paper by Mr A. B. Hill, who is librarian of the Research Department of the Metal 
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Box Company. This brought out the criticism, which has also been pointed out at every 
ASL1B meeting I have attended, that the L.A. syllabus is too much directed to the public 
library in law, the treatment of Literature, etc., etc. The facts, of course, are known to the 
Association and the whole matter will, I feel sure, be met sympathetically. At the same time, 
the L.A. trains librarians to serve in all types of library and there is a minimum basis of tech- 
nique which all librarians must possess in common. 

Thursday, 12th June, 1947. : 

The programme again is crowded. I have no notes ot the two sectional meetings, which 
is a pity because I feel we should be deeply interested in “* The Consumer’s View of a University 
Library,” with which Mr. L. H. Beales, of the London School of Economics, made useful 
the afternoon, and ‘‘ The Outlook of the Rural Library,” with which Mr. Gordon Beaman 
regaled the County Seétion at the same hour. | could not be at these and the General Session 
in the afternoon as well ! 

Mr. J. P. Lamb took the stand in the morning, on “ Public Library Buildings of the 
Future,” his old chief, the President, being his chairman. To try to condense this carefully- 
devised and written paper, which was delivered with that clear deliberation which | have 
always envied in Mr. Lamb, would be to waste time upon the impossible. Lamb is a thinker 
as well as a man of affairs. The gist, in my own view, was his exposition of the building 
plan of Mr. Snead Macdonald, described a few months ago in The Library Journal, which, 
with him, | feel incorporates necessary principles for those libraries which must inevitably 
grow larger in stock and evolve in method. You probably know it: the building is a series 
of unit floors, of about 12-14 feet high, spacious and supported on Steel pillars. These floors 
can be adapted, merely by the placing of furniture and (relatively) mobile screens, tor any 
library purpose—reading room, administration room, or stock. Where a loftier room is 
required a floor, or part of one, can be omitted. This plan will serve changing populations. 
I have written myself in THe Lisrary Worvp on the incubus of permanent-roomed buildings 
and final buildings for branches. They never are either if they are effective and I have never 
appreciated the argument that a temporary building must necessarily be undignified or ugly. 
The paper was illustrated by Macdonald’s drawings and plans, which, with those of some of 
his own branch libraries, Mr. Lamb showed in the Exhibition. They were a profitable study, 
which I hope personally to continue. A good, but more orthodox, paper by the Middlesex 
County Architect, Mr. C. G. Stillman, P.R.LB.A., followed; another paper deserving our 
gratitude. 

The afternoon general session, which Mr. R. H. Hill chaired, gave us a series of jolts on 
“ Library Finance.” Mr. Duncan Gray dealt with our needs and with some factors in his own 
clear and masterly way. It is a subject to which he has given much study. The young City 
Treasurer of Coventry, Dr. A. H. Marshall, honoured us with an address on the same subject. 
Dr. Marshall has won high honours in the municipal finance world and his views are worth 
Study. Two points that he made are: the public library is not, and cannot be, a national 
service ; fiction, if supplied at all, should be paid for by readers. These points were repeated 
to me, as I had to leave in the middle of the meeting. I did not, therefore, hear the arguments 
by which he supported these assertions. They must have been weighty ones, as neither of 
them, in my view, shows a completely clear understanding of our service. It would seem that 
Dr. Marshall has been unduly influenced by the views of the former City Treasurer at Coventry 
who made a somewhat heated attack, by inference on the Library Association, for holding 
the opinion that library service costs so much per head of the population; and had other 
“ policy ” views about municipal affairs, which as an individual he was quite entitled to hold 
but which are no concern of his as municipal treasurer. That important officer ought to have 
no concern with policy whatever, except to ensure that expenditures are within the estimates 
and comply with the Law. As for the cost per caput rule, it is the only one that has stood the 
test of experience; and librarians know better what library service costs than any other officer. 
However, [am not here criticising Dr. Marshall ; I merely think wrong the two assertions he 
is alleged to have made. 

The concluding general session today was Mr. Lionel McColvin’s account of his official 
journey to the libraries of the Middle-East, Australia, New Zealand and the United States. 
He, and his chairman Mr. Cashmore, share honours as the most persistent of our travellerson 
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behalf of libraries. In a fascinating hour he conduéted us many thousands of miles by air 
and by road. He found library development at various stages of efficiency and all the Common- 
wealth ones appeared to be moving in the direction of the “ free ” principle which has always 
governed them here. Australia had in N.S.W. a State with progressive legislation and ideas 
but still lacked trained librarians, although Mr. Metcalf was making his influence widely felt 
from Sydney. Adelaide had a fine reference service and was developing, as a result largely of 
the enthusiasm of the late H. Rutherford Purnell, a state system of lending libraries. He had 
found fine libraries, conducted with vigour, in New Zealand, some of them, Auckland for 
example, equal to our best; but there was still the antiquated subscription method in some 
towns, although these grew slowly fewer in number. Of America he had many things to say 
that were complimentary. The work was done generously and on a great scale. He had come 
to the conclusion, however, that Great Britain had, on the whole, the best and most generally 
effective system. America, he was sorry to say, suffered from over-feminisation and from the 
want of a universal superannuation system which enables staffs to retire at a reasonable age. A 
further conviction which he had reached was that there was an enormous waste of time 
over the processes of classification and cataloguing. That, | think, is possibly universal. 
Where we have an optimum system, and have confidence in a central application of it, this 
waste will cease. 

And not until then ! 

The Annual Dinner in the evening at the Pavilion was a limited, congested affair. Our 
chaste revels in the great salon were, however, set beautifully and as a meal the dinner was one 
of the best I have eaten for years ; certainly I have not for a long time had so abundant a 
‘ sweet.” The speeches were varied ; some perhaps a little too long, but one expeéts that. 
The toast of literature, by Mr. Seymour Smith, was somewhat dimmed by his dropping of 
his voice consistently in important places. It was, however, the work of a scholar sensitive 
to the best in books. He asserted that the present excellence of authorship was indisputable ; 
that there were sufficient good books written and published today to satisfy the most critical 
and cultured taste. This, from a librarian, who in his English Library has shown himself 
equally aware of the call of the past, was the sort of evidence of the love of books amongst 
us that we all desire to have exhibited on useful occasions. I shall not attempt to summarize 
the eloquent and delightful response of Mr. A. Calder Marshall which must be read if, as I 
hope wil! be the case, it appears in the Proceedings. Suffice to say, it increased the high esteem 
in which we librarians already hold him. The Bishop of Lewes played pleasantly with the 
toast of the Association, but seemed not to have been primed as to the claims of the President. 
A glance at Who's Who might have been helpful. He apologized for being almost the only 
person in evening dress. [ confess I thought that, for a professional association, we looked a 
pretty motley crowd. With his usual taét the President replied and then, gracefully drew our 
attention to Henry D. Roberts, who was sitting at the top table, and asked him to say a few 
words. This Roberts did and those of us who were his friends and pupils, and the rest we 
hope, were delighted to hear him, with little of the old fire and enthusiasm dimmed, recall 
the days when in the nineties he inaugurated our first Summer School and set going, with the 
help of MacAlister, Tedder, Brown, Jast, Quinn, Pollard and Franklin T. Barratt, the courses 
which were the forerunners of our modern training system. Dancing concluded the evening. 
Friday, 13th June, 1947. 

The Annual General Meeting did business of some importance with a celerity and genial 
tone which the President could not resist comparing with that of the stormy meeting over 
which he, as Chairman of the Council, himself had to preside at Scarborough ten years earlier. 
Minutes and Annual Report were dispatched with few words; the motion moved by the 
Honorary Treasurer to increase the subscriptions went through almost with acclamation—a 
wenerous attitude towards the Association which its work had earned. A resolution calling 
for consideration of a revision of the Net Books Agreement was not passed ; but one to ask 
the Government to increase the paper allocation for books for /braries waS adopted. The 
President told us that in the autumn he would start an appeal for a memorial fund to John 
Malcolm Mitchell, to whom in the last generation public libraries owe so much. We then 
received an invitation from Scarborough to hold our Conference there in 1948, from 3rd to 
7th May, and accepted it heartily. A warm vote of thanks to the Mayor and Corporation and 
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all who had conspired to make the Conference a success concluded the proceedings of a very 
busy week. 

One or two final remarks as we leave the lovely sea of today glittering in the sun, knowing, 
some of us, that we may not see it again for a while, or even until our gathering in the first 
week of next May at Scarborough. First, the weather has been superb ; not, indeed, quite so 
grilling as was the second half of May, but consistently out-door weather with temperate 
breezes. Hence our forced indoor life was bearable and the intermediate snatches of the out- 
doors most enjoyable. Second, the team-work of the Staff, which we accept as our right— 
perhaps it is—-was unobtrusive but so efficient that not one grumble assailed my ears which 
are very sensitive to complaints. 

The net results demand more than a diary note, and the volume of papers will add some- 
thing worth while to our library of Library Economy. It was a happy conference and the 
Annual Business Meeting went its way without rancour and indeed in harmony with the 
weather. [I would like to say a word for the chairmen of the various meetings. The President 
1 have already remarked upon; his felicitous method persisted to the end. Miss Chilcot, 
Messrs. Cashmore, Nowell, Lamb, Irwin, R. H. Hill, Seymour Smith, Hutchings, Gillett, 
MacLaren, W. H. Marr and Henry Wilson all handled their meetings with becoming skill 
and dignity. Their contribution alone showed the personal resources of our profession—a 
point that is not always acknowledged. 


Size, Place of Publication, Publisher and Date 


By Joun L. THornron 
(Librarian, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College) 


CATALOGUERS must sometimes question the value of the information they include on cata- 
loguing cards, and wonder if it really is of use to readers. Too many blindly follow cataloguing 
codes, treating ephemeral literature as if for a printed bibliography of rare material, and 
although accuracy should never be sacrificed, it is evident that the details included on cards 
for certain types of material could be drastically reduced to advantage. Novels should not be 
given the same treatment as incunabula, and only details of value to users of the catalogue 
are worthy of inclusion. But modern usage has made the title-pages of books most un- 
reliable, and this being the source of most of the cataloguer’s information, it would appear 
that we must have guidance if we are to be consistent, and must carefully examine items to 
be catalogued, to ensure that readers are provided with reliable data. 

If size must be indicated (and it appears unnecessary in the case of fiction, and any other 
modern volume unless of abnormal proportions), it should be given in inches or centimetres, 
for o¢tavo, quarto, folio, etc., are meaningless when applied to modern publications. For 
older material, when it actually indicates the folding of standard size sheets of paper, it may 
be given, perhaps in conjunction with the measured size. In some libraries all square books 
are called quartos, all “‘ normal ” size books oétavos, and all * tall” books folios, which gives 
some indication to users of the catalogue that abnormal sized books may be shelved apart 
from the o¢tavos. It is not unusual to find modern books without any signatures whatsoever, 
and huge volumes much too large to shelve with the normal sized stock masquerading as 
oftavos. One can either ignore all signatures in modern publications, and provide the size 
measured in inches or centimetres, or set one’s own standards of octavo, quarto and folio. 
It is suggested that all books should be considered as oétavo, unless otherwise indicated on 
the cataloguing card, any abnormality being indicated for a special purpose, e.g., to indicate 
that the book ts shelved separately, or to give some idea of the size of plates, maps, etc. 

Place of publication has little significance for most purposes, especially in connection 
with modern books. In local collections it is necessary to give this information, and it might 
be advantageous to include place of publication in catalogue entries if not London. The words 
** London, etc.” have little significance, but ‘‘ London, New York ” would suggest that there 
is unlikely to be a separate American edition of the book. Unfortunately a practice has become 
more general that has greatly complicated the cataloguer’s task. Books published in the U.S.A. 
are sent over to this country complete with title-pages which give the names of British pub- 
lishers in the imprint. On the reverse of the title-page appear words to this effect: ‘ Printed 
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in America”. This is often the only indication that the book originates in America, and the 
British “‘ publisher ” advertises the book as if he was completely responsible for its issue, 
instead of merely acting as agent. Purchasers are sometimes led into believing that they are 
buying books by British authors, although the paper, illustrations and general make-up 
quickly suggest that the produc? is not “‘ home-made.” Surely the American publisher should 
include his own name o- the title-page, followed by the name of his agent ; or is it a deliberate 
attempt to mislead the »ublic? It is acknowledged that many English books are also pub- 
lished simultaneously in the United States with American imprints. But how is the cataloguer 
to approach the problem ? He knows that the book has been imported, but sees “‘ London ” 
as the place of publication on the title-page. It may even be on a slip pasted over the true 
imprint, and the cataloguer reads “‘ Philadelphia” on holding the page up to the light. He 
may have two copies of the same book, one with the American imprint, and the other sailing 
under false colours. He should indicate on the cataloguing card that the book has been 
produced in America, for this knowledge might be of particular significance to readers when 
American usage and terminology are liable to differ from our own. 

The name of the publisher was of importance in older volumes, and we still look to 
certain presses for the publication of special types of literature, the books of the university 
presses, for example, being noted for a high standard of scholarship. But the name of the 
publisher on the cataloguing card can be of value to a very minute proportion of readers. 
It can always be ascertained from the aétual book, or from bibliographical reference tools, for 
special enquirers, and as has been suggested in the previous paragraph, can be very misleading. 
If the cataloguer knows that a certain book was issued by an American publisher, and that 
the British ‘* publisher ” is only the agent, he should make this information available to readers. 

Date of publication has been discussed elsewhere', but it is necessary to repeat certain 
of that material in order to stress the unreliability of much of the material included in catalogue 
entries. To the specialist it is of vital importance that he should know the date of the material 
that he is handling. He may want the latest information, he may want material of ten years 
ago, but he does not want pre-war literature masquerading under the date 1947. The cata- 
loguer must go to any lengths to ensure that he provides reliable dates, without necessarily 
relying upon dates given on title-pages. These are frequently misleading to say the least, 
and a few examples indicate modern trends among publishers, which must receive attention 
from cataloguers. So far there is little guidance from cataloguing codes and textbooks on 
the subject, but this must be provided if we are to achieve any degree of consistency. All 
librarians are familiar with the book published in the final quarter of one year, but bearing the 
date of the following year, and also with the book dated with the year previous to publication. 
War and post-war conditions have resulted in several other curiosities in book produétion. 
The frequent reprinting of small editions; the reprinting of books without revision when 
they should be brought up to date; the printing of ephemeral literature and even rubbish, 
when paper for standard textbooks cannot be found ; low-quality paper, inadequate bindings, 
unreadable type, and badly produced illustrations, most of which persist. Yet the research 
worker, who must have books and periodicals in some form or other, has accepted these 
almost without complaint ; but one thing he must be provided with. He must know the date 
of the last revision of the text. The date on the title-page is too frequently misleading, and 
although further information may be available on the reverse, this is not copied in advertise- 
ments and reviews. It is suggested that every book should bear on the title-page the date of 
the last revision of the text, followed by the date of reprinting. Thus the imprint of the eighth 
edition of a book would give the date as “* 1944, reprinted 1947.” Other copies of that edition 
would bear different dates of reprinting, but “ 1944” would indicate tnat it was last revised 
at that date. 

A book was recently purchased with the date 1946 on the title-page. On the reverse it 
gives the copyright date as 1941, and notes that the book was first published in 1927, much 
of the material dating from that time. Many technical books bear the date of reprinting on 
the title-page, the year of the edition being found on the reverse only, and the advertisement 
of reprints quite often leads to the purchase of books in the belief that they are new editions. 
Consistency would greatly assist librarians and book purchasers in general, for it would appear 
that while certain publishers provide the necessary information somewhere in the book, 
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others deliberately mislead, not only in the book itself, but in advertisements. Reviews of 
books are also sources of false information, and it would be of great value to readers if these 
always provided bibliographical details of editions and reprints of every item. 

Cataloguers must give every assistance to readers, and it is of primary importance that 
they should provide a date (even an estimated date), for all mzerial catalogued. This should 
be the year of the latest revision, any reprintings, etc., being noted as such. If an alphabetical 
subject catalogue is provided in which material is arranged under headings, in chronological 
order, the date of the edition must be used, and not the year of reprinting. 

Too many catalogues consist of entries compiled as if for bibliographies of rare material. 
Complete bibliographical details are provided of most ephemeral material, and if cataloguers 
Stopped to consider for a moment they would realise that the details mean nothing to the 
majority of readers. Catalogue entries are not intended to take the place of the actual books, 
and the “ bibliographer ” who colleéts his material from catalogues is not to be encouraged. 
But the cataloguer must make the cards reveal the contents of the library, providing full 
particulars of author, title, edition and correé date. Other material to be incorporated depends 
largely on the type of library under consideration, but these four details are the bare essentials 
for all types of material in every kind of library. For older books more elaborate entries are 
considered necessary, but modern publications present inconsistencies that make bare re- 
produétion in catalogue entries farcical. The title-page has become unreliable as a source of 
bibliographical information, for the imprint may be entirely false, and the signatures through- 
out the book meaningless. The cataloguer must become even more of a detective than hereto- 
fore if he is to furnish readers with reliable information, and cataloguing codes and textbooks 
should give more guidance on the subjects as outlined above. 


1Dates on title-pages. Library World, 49, 1946-7, pp. 22-23. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 

It would be well if at the conclusion of every conference, someone in authority gave us an 
appraisal of its results. This has been done in a partial way, as I suppose is inevitable now and 
then. But never completely. This is only an aspiration as | am incompetent myself to do more 
than touch upon the margins of what we have been through. I missed you, as you would not 
realize, as you are more self-sufficient than are, or were, most of our senior librarians. There 
were many ghosts, as MacAlister complained there were in his age, nearly twenty years ago ; 
but in visible flesh I saw and heard H. D. Roberts, John W. C. Purves, and Miss Kate E. 
Pierce, who were the seniors of my generation, and, of a later one, veterans like W. Ewart 
Owen, A. J. Philip, Stephen K. Jones, Guildford O. Hodges, Miss Margaret Southall and 
W. Benson Thorne; all retired librarians who, however, remain enthusiasts. ‘‘ Once a 
librarian always a librarian.” So, I did not feel the pressure of the years as greatly as I thought 
I should. This is by way of introduction to this epistle. 

I am of opinion that the association is 

More Firmiy EstrasiisHep 
as the result of this meeting than I have felt it to be at any other time. It may be that some of 
the more disturbing personal elements were absent but I am more inclined to think that a few 
years of reflection have brought some changes of heart and a few recantations. At the Annual 
Meeting the members resolved at least to put the Association on a praétical financial footing. 
They accepted, too, at other meetings, the changed methods of educating librarians, which 
will cause no small trouble to libraries for a time but will in the long run place our profession 
on a footing in which it need fear no reasonable comparison. There is still much dissatisfaétion 
with the inflexibility of the syllabus and, in some quarters, with its contemplation too 
exclusively of public libraries. This was not always so. You and I had to take Latin, historical 
bibliography, the history of libraries of all sorts, and many matters, now more or less optional, 
but in our time obligatory. Someone, indeed, referred to our old six-part examination as if 
it were in some way inferior as a passage to the diploma. Those six certificates with a 
preliminary imposed essay to each seétion, two languages and at last a voluminous thesis, 
were abandoned because they were too exhausting. Only about four people overcame them 
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in the first ten years and only one has ever obtained the honours diploma through that 
pilgrimage. So much is history. The syllabus we have now is a gradual one and is a tremendous 
improvement on the lop-eared affair it supersedes which gave the A.L.A. to people who could 
catalogue and classify but had shown no tested qualifications for the working of a library. 
It is not nearly so good as the syllabus that was treated so scurvily at Scarborough by the 
candidates who, under our absurd system, have the right to vote on how and in what manner 
they shall be examined. This absurdity will no doubt be modified, or better still eliminated, 
in the revision of the byelaws which I am told is under consideration. The new syllabus, too, 
seems to be only in a provisional state and, in the autumn, is to be subjected to general scrutiny. 
There are many features in it which are not quite definite enough for either student or teacher, 
and there is that point about better provision in the scheme for non-public, university, research 
and industrial (and any other special) librarians. This is a problem which ought to be capable 
of solution. 
I was rather Staggered to sense an 


OpposttION TO More PAPER 


for books. This was voiced, if I caught the name aright, by the Chairman of the Stoke 
Newington Public Library Committee, a distin& personality, who thought that in the present- 
day pressures books were not a first priority. That anyone in public life, and especially in the 
library service, could urge such a view was remarkable to me. Surely it is recognized that to 
build houses without schools, clinics and other means of life, is to misunderstand life. We know 
that houses are wanted, but we also know that the whole of the younger generation is being 
thwarted, exasperated and damaged by the want of books. 

I suppose every account you may read of the meetings will touch upon the book-supply 
question. There has been some suggestion that we, as an Association, should try to publish 
the books ourselves which publishers seem unable to produce for us. This ought to be possible ; 
yet, although in the regional library system we have the best example of almost universal 
voluntary co-operation in any public matter, this is almost the only matter in which we have 
been willing to co-operate. The forty-odd-year-old advocacy of central cataloguing by Jast, 
Sayers and others and Jast’s central exhibition of current books are examples of things which 
we all profess to be desirable but do nothing much about. Possibly the trouble lies in the 
fact that librarians have too small staffs to allow them to get away themselves from routine 
and to devote time and work to the organizing of libraries as a whole. Such institutions as we 
think might do it for us, for example the National Central Library, cannot do it without 
large additional funds. But these would be readily found if the initial agreeing wi// were there ! 
So | haven’t great faith in our publishing venture. You were not surprised at the rapid manner 
in which both Messrs. Goldsack and Cadness Page brushed away our belief that we were the 
important book-buying organization in the country. It would seem that Harrods, Boots, 
“ The Times ” Book Club and, I suppose Foyles, together buy more books than all the public 
libraries do. This does not worry me much because our job is to circulate books, not merely 
new books. This faé counters all the pleas made to us not to buy ex-library or secondhand 
books. Our business is all books, not merely current ones. Arguments based, as some at 
the Conference were based, upon the disproportionate amount spent on salaries and overheads 
in relation to the book-fund are based upon the fundamentally erroneous belief that our 
main business is to circulate new books. 

Then we had 

Tue Girrep AMATEUR 
Dr. Marshall, suggesting that we should charge for our loans of fition. Whar fiétion, please ? 
This sort of polemic is put out by the shop-keeper purveyors of light fi€tion who call them- 
selves the Circulating Libraries Association. It rests on the theory that public libraries are 
exclusively educational. They are literary primarily—they cover the whole of the “ books that 
are books.” To exclude fiétion is to exclude the main literature and culture of our race. And 
where does fiction exclusion begin: are Aldus Huxley, J. B. Priestley, H. G. Wells, E. M. 
Forster, Dorothy Richardson ana Virginia Wolff to be left to the twopenny libraries and 
their like ? The persistent analogies between free fi€tion and free-cinemas are not analogies 
at all. There are a self-activity and mental effort in reading which are themselves good and 
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always a certain higher or lower spontaneity in reading, even if fiction not of the highest class, 
which are absent from the cinema. And, finally, who will be the first public librarian to urge 
his authority to buy no more fiétion and to give away what is already in stock ? It is always 
good to look at suggestions even when, being looked at, they prove to be fustian. 

To accent his argument, Dr. Marshall said that, although we were historically 


Free Lrpraries, 

we objected to that name and desired to be known as “ public.” This was too poor an argument 
to be pressed far. It is true that the Ritz Hotel and Eton are both “ Public ” if they have room 
for you and your purse runs to them; which is probably why we are assured that things that 
are public need not be free. Alternatively public parks, roads, museums, art galleries are not 
things for which we “ pay,” except through the rates. We all pay those and it is because 
they are so paid for that we say they are not free but public. That is all there is toa mere name ! 

I was delighted when a girl student from Brighton Library School challenged Councillor 
R. A. Dippie. He had drawn attention to the faét that boys would be interrupted at eighteen 
by military service and girls would not. He had asked whether girls should be held back from 
library schools until of such age as a boy would be after military service. She insisted that this 
was unfair. Why? Mr. Dippie said he had not urged that they should be but would like the 
matter to be discussed. The fact is that if the girls are here while the boys are away they will 
do their damndest to become qualified ; to ask them to hold back would be to ask too much of 
human nature. If a remedy is needed, and it certainly is in mere justice to the boys, an entrance 
age limit of 20, or thereabouts, should be imposed for both sexes. This would enable all to 
Start fair. Girls are usually smarter at orthodox examinations than men. They write more 
easily ; their limitless capacity for personal correspondence gives them much more practice 
than men. Writing easily is the key to passing examinations. Few lads realize this and many 
fail because of their verbal constipation. Librarians should realize this. Mr. McColvin told 
us that the relatively static state lately of American librarianship was because too few men 
were in it. The danger is imminent here, too ; and, since the National Charter now provides, 
or can provide, salaries on which men can live—although on an admittedly lower scale of 
life than women—it is patently the duty of Library Authorities to appoint at least an equal 
number of men and women to assistantships. 

May your summer holiday bring you health and renewed vigour—if only to challenge 
this letter ! 

Vale! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LerreRS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tur Liprary Wor.p. 


The Regional Library systems continue to expand their services, and with these services, 
as is natural, their needs increase. For example, the South Eastern Regional Library System 
shows what its report calls an “‘ extraordinary ” increase in the use of the inter-lending system : 
over 50,000 applications were received and of these approximately 46,000 were satisfied—a 
very high percentage. An appendix shows that the Union Catalogue now has 225,726 entries, 
but thousands of titles still remain to be incorporated as the work has been far beyond the 
power of the meagre staff. During the year Mr. P. H. Sewell has been appointed Direétor, 
and he has produced a workable scheme for overtaking the arrears. The Council, however, is 
asking for an increase of 50 per cent. in the subscriptions. In this they merely line on with all 
other progressive organizations ; the expense cannot be avoided, and the advantages of the 
system are now beyond disproof. A tribute is paid to Mr. George E. Roebuck, who has been 
Chairman of the Executive Committee for ten years. The West Midlands system has lost the 
services of its Honorary Treasurer and Secretary who, of course, was Mr. Cashmore; Mr. 
F. J. Patrick has succeeded him. Here, again, there is an increase of roughly 3,000 in the 
number of issues. By far the largest number has been lent by Birmingham, but even that great 
city has borrowed 542 volumes. 
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Personal News 

Mr. W. G. Fairchild, F.L.A., Deputy 
Borough Librarian, Barking P.L., to be 
Borough Librarian. 

Mr. J. McAdam, Chief Librarian and Clerk 
to the Committee at Warrington, is to retire on 
\ugust 31S8t, 1947, after 42 years’ service 
with the Warrington Corporation. 

Mr. McAdam has been Chief Librarian at 
Warrington since 1920, and first joined the 
Saft of the Warrington Municipal Library in 
1905 as Deputy. He had previously held 
appointments at Cheltenham and Bootle. 

Mr. G. A. Carter, F.L.A., Deputy Librarian 
at Warrington, is to succeed Mr. McAdam as 
Chief Librarian and Clerk to the Committee. 

Mr. W. A. Taylor, M.C., F.L.A., Chief 
Assistant, Hackney Public Libraries, to be 
Deputy Borough Librarian, St. Pancras Public 
Libraries. 

Mr. J. R. Smith, A.L.A., Reference 
Librarian, Chesterfield P.L., to be Reference 
Librarian, Willesden P.L. 

Mr. R. H. Malone, A.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Wallasey P.L., to be Assistant Librarian, 
Southampton P.L. 


Obituary 

By the death of Mr. Ernest William Green, 
F.L.A., City Librarian, St. Albans, at the age of 
68, after a long and painful illness, St. Albans 
has lost an officer who was devoted to duty 
and did excellent service there for a period of 
43 years. 

He was a native of Great Yarmouth and 
educated there and at Norwich. His first 
appointment was as Assistant and then Deputy 
Librarian in his native town, a post which he 
held until 1904 when he was appointed to 
St. Albans. In those days the library was 
housed in the Art School which was an un- 
suitable building for a library and Mr. Green 
wrote to Mr. Carnegie which resulted in a 
grant from him for the ereétion of a new 
library which was opened in 1911. From the 
Sart it was a great success the issues and 
attendance were high considering the popula- 
tion in those days. 

Mr. Green’s chief interest was in the 
Library’s work and welfare, but he did not 
forget the other interests of the city. He took 
a keen delight in the history of Hertfordshire 
and colleéted a large colleétion of local records, 
books and maps, etc., shelved in the Hertford- 
shire Room in the Library. He was actively 


interested in the St. Albans Debating Society 
and wrote its history—‘‘ Fifty Years of the 
St. Albans Debating Society, 1883-1933.” He 
had a gift of quaint humour and many a 
remark he made raised a laugh among his 
intimate friends, his mind was aétive and 
discerning and he quickly saw through shams. 
In the ‘ Official Guide to St. Albans” he 
contributed the Foreword, pointing out the 
beauty of the city. He wrote, ‘ The old-world 
charm which continually and with surprising 
suddenness springs into sight in out-of-the- 
way corners and in corners that are in the way 
gives a serene sense of satisfaction and delight. 
One does not commend St. Albans, it 
commends itself.” His way of putting things 
like—‘ out-of-the-way corners and in corners 
that are in the way ” always gave a quaintness 
to his remarks on men and things. 

When a young man Mr. Green was an 
enthusiastic footballer, swimmer and cricketer, 
and at one time was the Honorary Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Verulam Angling Club 
and was a past president of the local branch of 
the N.A.L.G.O. 

I knew him intimately for a period of 30 
years and lament his death. His many friends 
were hoping that he would have a long time 
of leisure but he died the day after his retire- 
ment was due. He was an honest man and 
as the poet says: ‘‘ An honest man’s the 
noblest work of God.” 

McGILt. 


Topicalities 
Edited by Witt1am MGGILL 

From ALTRINCHAM comes a brief des- 
cription of an exhibition at the Central Library 
on “ Bygone Altrincham: 200 Glimpses of 
the History of the Town” ; FULHAM’S The 
Book Marker contains the latest additions ; 
HORNSEY lists its latest additions and ‘ the 
librarian is willing to consider the purchase of 
standard works suitable for the libraries. Lists 
of authors required are on the posters in all 
libraries” ; ISLINGTON records a gift of 
the late Walter Richard Sickert’s pictures, an 
artist who resided in Islington, and who was a 
pupil of Whistler, there is a note in the 
Bulletin on new appointments to the staff and 
Islington also wants to purchase from readers 
copies of standard books, the usual Borough 
Council news is given; KENT County 
Library contains a selection of the non-fiction 
added in its Quarterly Book Lil ; KINGSTON- 
UPON-THAMES has issued a pamphlet, en- 
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Selected Forthcoming Titles 
Fiction 


THAT ANCIENT RIVER 
LESLEY GERVAISE 


A novel of importance with a maturity rare to 
first novels. The story centres around two 
major characters; the charming Doramy 
whose charm seemed to net her everything she 
ever wanted, and the patient Christine 
who actually did have the things in life that 


mattered. Religious 9s. 6s. net 


TRANSMISSION OF THE FAITH 
GODFREY E. PHILLIPS 

An overall survey of the Church's history and 
present practice in one matter, namely, how 
and what it transmits to the younger genera- 
tion and to converts. This is the writer's most 
mature contribution to missionary thinking 
after forty-four years of varied experience. 

Reprint 10s. 6d. net 


WHO SIT AND WATCH 
ANNE BLAKEMORE 

**A book for bird lovers that will entrance 

all"’ (The Field). ‘‘ The most stimulating 

book for the amateur bird-watcher "’ (John 

o'London’s Weekly) 10s. 6d. net 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
Sales Dept. : 4-12 Halliwick Court Parade, 
Friern Barnet, London, N.12 


titled, ‘‘A Service for You ” giving an account 
of its public library service; MIDDLES- 
BROUGH and NORWICH have their usual 
features ; from SWINTON AND PENDLE- 
BURY comes a refreshing editorial on ‘‘ This 
is Your Business” in the Bulletin for June. 
TOTTENHAM PUBLIC LIBRARIES have 
a note, entitled, ‘‘ Candid Critics” which 
reads: ‘‘ One of the competitions during the 
recent Children’s Book Week called for essays 
criticising the library service, and suggesting 
improvements. Many of the suggestions 
were good, and we shall do our best to carry 
them out, while the criticisms, although mostly 
quite fair, were often painfully outspoken. 
There was, too, an occasional disagreement 
among the critics. Some complained, for 
instance, that the Children’s Librarian talks 
too much to the children, while others say 
that she doesn’t talk enough! There was 
fairly general agreement that most of the 
Children’s Libraries should be larger and better 
equipped, but the most common criticism of all 
concerned the condition of the book stock. 
We emphatically agree that it is bad, and we 
shall be extremely glad when we are able to 
get back to pre-war standards. All the same, 
we don’t propose to adopt one suggestion 
made, that the ‘ under tens’ should be barred 


from the libraries, as being the worst offenders | 


in making books dirty. We are inclined to 
think that there is a touch of eleven-year-old 
superiority in the complaint, which is not 
entirely supported by the faéts. Tottenham 
children clearly know what they want from 
their libraries, and do not hesitate to say so 
quite vigorously. Good budding democrats, 
in fact.” From WARRINGTON comes 
“Book News,” No. 21. WHITEHAVEN 
publishes their first number, the ** Whitehaven 
Review,” a quarterly bulletin of the Library 
which “is intended to fulfil a two-fold 
purpose . . . a library book-list . . . and to 
encourage suggestions for new purchases,” 
It contains photographs; and notes on the 
local Rambling Club; the Music and Arts 
Association ; the Camera Club; the Literary 
Club; and the Drama Society. 


Library Reports 
By Herpert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 

Hype Public Libraries.— 52nd Annual Report, 
1946-1947. Borough Librarian, K. C. 
Harrison, M.B.E., F.L.A. Population (est.), 
32,000. Rate, 4.2d. Income from Rate 
£3,054. Total Stock, 25,317. Total Issues, 
221,194. Borrower’s Tickets in force, 
11,557. Branches, 3. 

This will be the last report presented by Mr. 

Harrison as he is leaving Hyde to take up his new pos 

as Borough Librarian of Hove. The report records a 


maintenance of good public service, and efforts to - 


enlarge the scope of the work. Book circulation 
figures, although somewhat below the abnormal war- 
time totals, are Still well above pre-war aggregates. The 
figures for last year show a slight decline when com- 
pared with those of the previous year. This is due in 
some measure to the poor State of adult and junior 
fiétion in the lending libraries. The Libraries Com- 
mittee have doubled the book fund for the coming year 
in the hope of checking the decline in State of stock. 
During the past year the Central Library basement was 
reclaimed from its war-time role and made available 
for book Storage and Staff office accommodation. This 
enabled the Reference Library to be returned fully to 
its proper use. The Children’s Library was re-opened 
amid juvenile rejoicings. All three of the small branch 
libraries have continued to be very busy throughout 
the year. A further branch library, on the new housing 
eState, is under consideration. 

SALE Public Library.—Annual Report for year 
ending 31st March, 1947. Borough Lbrarian, 
Dorothy Leighton. Population (est.), 42,396. 
Rate, 5.41d. Income from Rate, £6,883. 
Total Stock, 32,841. Additions, 6,698. 
Withdrawals, 2,902. Total Issues, 481,032. 
Borrower’s Tickets in force, 27,657. 

At the beginning of the year it was anticipated that 
with the resumption of peace time aétivities a decrease 
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in reading could be expeéted. This report, however, 
shows the reverse to have been the case. The upward 
trend of issues has not once been checked during the 
last cight years, and the year just closed triumphs over 
all. The increase over the previous year was only 
slight, but the total circulation was 187,331 above the 
last pre-war year. An analysis of issue figures shows 
that non-fictional works were increased by 7 per cent. ; 
fition just failed to reach 1 per cent. increase, while 
children’s books have decreased by 9 per cent. The 
work in the Junior Library undoubtedly suffered through 
the absence of the trained children’s librarian. In 

co-operation with the Central Office of Information a 

programme of six film shows was carried out and 

attracted large and appreciative adult audiences. 

SHorepDIrcH Public Libraries.—s6th Annual 
Report, 1946-1947. Borough Librarian, C. M. 
Jackson. Total Stock, 77,575. Additions, 
5,117. Withdrawals, 1,191. Total Issues, 
261,359. Borrower’s Tickets in force, 
11,959. 

In the year being reviewed the Libraries Com- 
mittee made a notable Start towards the rehabilitation 
and extension of the library service. At the commence- 
ment of the year a small temporary branch library and 
a portion of the Haggertson Library were attempting 
to do the work formerly carried out by the Hoxton 
Central and Haggerston Libraries. A second temporary 
branch was opened in January, and the extension of the 
Haggerston Library was re-opened in February last. 
There are indications that war-damage repairs will 
allow the Haggerston Reference Library to be opened 
again next year. The Haggerston Junior Library has 
now been fully restored to its legitimate purpose, while 
the Newsroom is expeéted to be re-opened in the new 
year. Book circulation during the past year failed to 
reach the total of the previous year, and it is tribute to 
the pertinacity of the reading public in the Borough that 
issues remained so large. A more economical form of 
reader's ticket was introduced last year. The Com- 
mittee’s plans for the future include the ereétion of 
another branch library and a new Hoxton Central 
building. 

Sroke NewinGron Public Libraries.—-57th 
Annual Report, for year ending 31st March, 
1947. Borough Librarian, H. E. Waites, 
\.L.A. Population, 45,500. Rate, 9.44d. 
Income from Rate, £14,239. Total Stock, 
63,684. Additions, 12,771. Withdrawals, 
4,384. Total Issues, 275,448. Borrower’s 
Tickets in force, 17,167. 1 Branch. 

The past year has scen, not only a return to more 
normal conditions, but the beginning of a period of 
development which will ultimately play an important 
part in the lives of the citizens of the Borough. Con- 
siderable improvements have been made in the Central 
Lending Library with a view to modernising the 
equipment and providing the maximum of comfort to 
readers. Accommodation has been increased, and a 
new service counter installed. The new layout has 
tesulted in a more spacious department providing 
greater comfort, and doing away with congestion. The 
annual issue of books from this department was the 
highest ever recorded. Total circulation for the year 
showed an increase of 43,461 when compared with the 
year previous. The Reterence Library was re-opened 
during the past year, having been occupied by the 


Ministry of Food since the outbreak of war. The 
development of the service was extended to the 
Children’s Library, and has produced gratifying results 
refleéted in attendances and issues. Over 10,400 more 
children’s books were issued than in the year before. 
Much needed improvements have also been carried out 
in the Reading Room. Progress was made towards the 

rovision of branch libraries, the first one is expeéted to 
be ready this summer. Sites for two other libraries have 
been secured. 


Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 

Boox-Aucrion Recorps. Vol. 41, 1943-1944. 
Stevens, Son & Stiles. {2 2s. net. 

The 41$t volume of this invaluable reference book 
is now before us. With over 14,000 records it is of the 
utmost value to librarians, booksellers and indeed to 
all bookmen. We understand it is hoped to bring it 
completely up-to-date within the next few months. 
With the present rapid changes in book prices this will 
make the work still more useful. 

GrirFen (G. G.) A Guide to Manuscripts 
Relating to American History in British 
Depositories. Washington, D.C., Library 
of Congress. $1.25. 

This useful index makes available to investigators 
of the sources of American History, over a million pages 
of reproductions of MSS. in British Archives. It in- 
cludes the great collection of facsimiles issued by 
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B. F. Stevens and the more recent series made under 
the direétion of the Library of Congress. A good piece 
of work. 

Reiner (I.) Grafika, Modern Design for Ad- 
vertising and Printing. St. Gall, Switz., 
Zollikoter (Swiss Book Depx ot). fi 11s. 6d. 
net. 

An interesting series of very modern designs for 
advertising. Some useful examples of lettering occur 
at the end. The work contains 160 illustrations. 


GENERAL 

Dickinson (Sherman) and Lewis (Harry R.). 
Ed. R. W. Gregory. Poultry Enterprises. 
Illus. New York & London, Lippincott. 
18s. od. net. 

A revised edition of this work by expert professors 
is to be welcomed at a time when there is an increasing 
interest in poultry production. The authors, say the 
editor, have analyzed the business into’ some twenty 
departments, giving a thorough survey of the various 
problems involved. A chapter deals with cach of these 
“ jobs’, thus we have information on scleéting type, 
breeds and variety, culling for increase of produétion, 
housing, improving breeding stocks, increasing egg 
production, and prevention and cure of the various 
diseases and pests to which poultry is subjeét. The 
illustrations and Statistical diagrams will be found most 
helpful. 

Harvey (John) Gothic England. A Survey of 
National Culture. Illus. Batsford. 21s. od. 
net. 

Mr. Harvey has written an important and scholarly 
book, which will be consulted by all students and 
readers interested in the developments of English 
Gothic Style, in archite&ture, in music, poetry and paint- 
ing. He believes that the men responsible for all the 
major developments are known to us by name, and his 
book deals in personalities in a way that is unique in 
a work on medieval art. The Appendices include a 
comprehensive bibliography and a list of Some Literary 
Reference to Building in the period. Over 150 fine 
illustrations, six in colour, make this a particularly 
valuable work, 
INFORMATIONAL Fitm YEAR Book, 1947. Illus. 

Edinburgh, Albyn Press. tos. 6d. net. 

In this Yearbook, which is the first issuc, an 
attempt has been made to give an authoritative survey 
of the subjeét, and the publishers have done their best 
to live up to the slogan that it is ‘A Film Focus Book.” 
The general trend of the work of many contributors is 
shown by the titles, ‘“‘ The Film in Industry,” “ What 
the Teacher Wants,” “ The Cultural Film,” and in 
general ‘“‘ The Non-Theatrical Cinema.” Films of the 
Year are listed, Organisations and Film Societies are 
included and there are other useful features for those 
who are connected with this important subject. The 
illustrations are from documentary stills. 


InGus (J. C. and F.) The Fordell Railway. 
Map and illus. Dr. Inglis, The Colony, Tar- 
bert, Stirlingshire. 4s. 6d. 

The story of the last of the Scottish waggonways. 
Originally built about 1770, it was reconstruéted as a 
malleable iron railway in 1833 and finally in 1868 it 
became a full-dress colliery railway with steel rails and 


Operated by locomotives. It was closed in 1946. The 
only passengers carried were the Laird and his family 
and for their accommodation a private coach was used 
from 1870-1912. Five locomotives were used. 
Leyarp (Andre) French Tapestry.  Illus., 
some coloured. Paul Elek. (1. 15s. od. net. 

Since the days of the Gobelins Factory, Tapestry 
has attraéted much attention, and sightseers, unable 
to possess such treasures of their own, have taken 
exceptional trouble to visit museums and other 
places where examples of the art are to be found, 
From this it is to be inferred that M. Lejard’s work is 
of double value since it brings to the notice of those 
less fortunate the history of tapestry from the earliest 
days, with fine reproductions of a large number of 
specimens. The coloured plates are particularly 
effective and the black-and-white reproductions 
excellently arranged. The story throughout is well told 
and a short bibliography is included. 

Lerr (Lewis) Papua: Its People and Its 
Promise—Past and Future. Illus. Mel- 
bourne, Cheshire Pty. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author has an intimate knowledge of the 
country he writes of and he has presented here a lifelike 
picture of a little known locality, The historical section 
is particularly useful and the closing chapters on 
development and future possibilities should be carefully 
studied. 

Lewis (G. Griffin) The Practical Book of 
Oriental Rugs. New Edition. Illus., some 
in colour. New York and _ London, 
Lippincott. od. net. 

This work was first published thirty-four years 
ago and within a few years it ran into many editions. 
During the last twenty-five years many important 
changes have been made in the rug-making centres 
of the Orient and these changes have been described 
and exemplified in the present work by the great 
expert on the subject. In every way the book has been 
brought up to date and now, with its thirty-two full 
colour plates and eighty black and white plates it forms 
a comprehensive and excellent contribution to the 
literature of the subject. 

McCatium (R. B.) and ReapmaAN (A.) The 
British General Eleétion of 1945. Cumber- 
lege. Oxford University Press, 18s. od. net. 

According to the Introduction the aim of this 
work has been to give a reasonably clear and balanced 
piéture of the events, issues and personalities of the 
ele&tion, and in doing so to make it easier for Students 
of British Government at home and abroad to under- 
Stand how an election is conduéted in the country. 
This is an academic study based on party literature 
and propaganda, which should prove of considerable 
value to all students of our national institutions. 
MAETERLINCK (Maurice) The Great Beyond. 

New York, Philosophical Library. $3.00. 

Perhaps the most interesting portion of this work 
is the prelude by the author in which he describes these 
philosophical ideas as forming the sixth of a similar 
serics. The Notes which he describes as “ tiny bees 
of an old hive, projecting their shadows on the sundial,” 
are the true expression of his truth-secking mind, and 
will be appreciated as such by his large circle of 
admirers, 
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MANNING (Clarence A.) The Story of the 
Ukraine. New York, Philosophical Library. 


53-75 

\lthough chiefly intended for the general reader, 
this interesting Study of the Ukraine throughout the 
ages will prove valuable to all students of the problems 
of Eastern Europe. The author, Professor of Eastern 
European Languages at Columbia University, rightly 
points out that this attempt to picture the past and 
present of the country’s life, is chiefly designed to throw 
light on its future. 

MARSDEN (K. E.) Careers in the Textile Dyeing 
and Finishing Trades. Frontis. Southern 
Editorial Syndicate. 5s. od. net. 

Here is a technical book for those who are seeking a 
special career; for dyeing and finishing cloth is not 
everybody's métier. Even for the layman, however, 
there is much of interest and praétical information 
regarding the work that has to be done before the 
finished article is ready for the market. The author 
has had many years of practical experience in every 
detail of the processes, and he has a gift for describing 
such detail in a clear and concise manner. How to 
make a beginning, how to tackle the examinations and 
the day-to-day work are practically described and, if 
this text book induces a further and more complete 
Study of the subjeét, it will have served its purpose 
admirably. 


Meek (C. K.) Land Law and Custom in the 
Colonies. Cumberlege. Oxford University 
Press. 218. od. net. 


Students of agriculture, sociology, economics and 
colonial administration, will find this a useful and valu- 
able Study, describing as it does, the systems of agri- 
cultural land-holding in the colonial territories of the 
British Empire. Lord Hailey has written a masterly 
introduétion. 


PiorrowskA (Irena) The Art of Poland. 
New York, Philosophical Library. $10.00. 
This work deals with architeéture, sc ilpture, 

painting, the graphic arts, the decorative arts, folk art 

and art protection, and is an attempt to present to 
the English-speaking reader the faéts one must know 
in order to understand Polish Art. Attention is drawn 
to the versatility of this art and the peculiarities 
of Polish art forms are pointed out wherever they appear. 

A useful bibliography in French and English is included, 

so that the student can supplement the information 

given, through further illustrations and details. 

Quekerr (Sir Arthur S$.) The Constitution of 
Northern Ireland. With a Foreword by 
Sir Cecil Carr. Part Ill. A Review of 
Operations under the Government of 
Ireland Aét, 1920. Belfast, His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office. 15s. od. net. 

_ The third part of this classic work on the Constitu- 

tion of Northern Ireland provides the reader with a 

survey of its working up to the end of 1945. Though 

this volume does not hint at any such claim, the author 
has written of events in which he himself played no 
small part. He saw the Government of Northern 

Ireland come into being, knew exaétly the difficulties 

of transition, and contributed in no small manner 

to their solution. 


Ros (F. G.) Rowlandson : The Life and Work 
of a British Genius. Illus., some in colour. 
F, Lewis. £5. 5s. od. net. 

Besides revaluing Rowlandson’s genius, Mr. Roe’s 
book is designed to reveal him in his own period and 
in company of those who, like Augustus Pugin, Rudolph 
Ackermann, and Gillray, played important parts in his 
life Story. Both student and general reader will find 
this a valuable and pleasant book to have on their 
shelves. The edition is limited to 500 copies and is fully 
illustrated containing eight full-page nalenes plates and 
forty plates in monotone, all reproduced from carefully 
seleéted examples of the master’s art in public and 
private colleétions. A seleé bibliography is included. 


SapT_er (S. S.) Chemistry of Familiar Things. 
Illus. New York and London. Lippincott. 


248. od. net. 

Mr. Sadtler, a practising chemist, has written a 
useful book for the layman, who wishes*to be intro- 
duced to the fascinating world of chemistry. His 
method is to explain simply the familiar things which 
surround us in our daily lives. Certainly, this is a 
valuable store of information on everyday life and 
problems. This eighth edition is completely revised 
and enlarged. 


FICTION 
Barrow (Norman) The High Priest. Faber 


gs. 6d. net. 

The authorities are not certain who wrote the 
book of “ Ecclesiastes” and the author of this 
ambitious novel has taken for his central figure, one 
Simon the Just who by some is said to be its author. 
Eventually he became a High Priest in Jerusalem. 
The Story opens in Antioch in 262 B.c., goes forward 
ten years to scenes in Alexandria and then to Jerusalem 
in 198 B.c. It is a powerful story based on historical 
data, and resplendent with the passions and cruclties 
of the period. 

Burr (Michael) The Case of the Angels’ 
Trumpets. Ward, Lock. 9s. 6d. net. 

The author says of this deteétive novel : “ Certain 
elements of the fantastic pervade the plot and militate 
against an academic solution of the problem on striétly 
orthodox lines. Caveat emptor! |" The combination of 
occultism and deteétion makes interesting reading and 
it is quite a different book. 

Corserr (James) Gallows Wait. 
8s. 6d. net. 

A real crime thriller. The judge who dies on the 
Bench before he can deliver sentence creates a situation 
which it takes all that Inspeétor Cranston and Sergeant 
Wheeler can do to clear up. 

FreunD (Philip) The Dark Shore. 
Allen. 8s. 6d. net. 

North Africa during the Spanish Civil War is 
the scene and time of Philip Freund’s latest thriller. 
He sces Fascism surging forward from the dark shore 
of Africa and paints the atavistic impulses of the anti- 
democratic crowd in the darkest colours. 


HEBERDEN (M. V.) Murder Cancels all Debts. 


Walter Edwards. 7s. 6d. net. 
Murder amongst a crowd of people marooned by 
a flood. Some good deteétive work. 


Jenkins. 


W. H. 
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LANHAM (Edwin) It Shouldn’t Happen to a 
Dog. Boardman. 7s. 6d. net. 

What with the dog (police trained), his mistress 
(complete with gun), an unscrupulous crime reporter 
and a gangster mob, the reader has enough to keep in 
touch with until the show-down on page 152. 
Leste (Jean) One Cried Murder. Walter 

Edwards. 7s. 6d. net. 

The professor who wrote crime Stories did not 
believe the suicide Story but it took him all his time to 
solve the myStery. 

Meerscu (M. van der) Fishers of Men. John 
Miles. 9s. 6d. net. 

This story of an earnest worker, “ a lad of a million 
other lads,”” who, whilst employed in a_faétory, 
endeavours to solve the many problems of life and to 
help others to solve them, is translated from the French 
of “ Pecheurs d’Hommes" by Maxence van der 
Meersch. It depiéts an earnest aspect of real life. 
Mitter (Helen Topping) Wicked Sister. 

Gordon Martin. 7s. 6d. net. 

The title of this novel might well have been 
“ Husband-Snatching,” for naughty Lilli Wagoner, 
aétress, comes home and finds her sister Bridgie in 
possession of the man she threw over for a career. 
But Lilli doesn’t altogether get away with her attempt 
to break up the affair. 

JUVENILE 
Brent-Dyer (Elinor) Lorna at Wynwards. 
Lutterworth Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

Lorna gets a bad report and her mother retaliates 
by arranging for her to go to a school for which she 
has no fancy. Conditions at home are Sstraitened and 
it is impossible for her to be sent to St. Ursula’s where 
her older sisters have been educated. So to Wynyards 
she goes and there she learns to correét her faults. A 
rattling good school story for girls. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

BRITISH BOOKS TO COME, May, 1947.—THE 
LEYLAND JOURNAL, May, 1947.—THE LIB- 
RARIAN AND BOOK WORLD, June, 1947.—THE 
LIBRARY ASSISTANT, May-June, 1947.—THE 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE COUNCIL, 1946.—THE LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION RECORD, May, June, 1947.—LIBRARY 
JOURNAL, May 15, June 1, 1947.—MEDICAL 
BOOKMAN, June, 1947.—MORE BOOKS, The 
Bulletin of the Boston Public Library, June, 1947.— 
NEW MERIDAN INTERNATIONAL REVIEW, 
June-July, 1947.—WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
June, 1947. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 


Tne Liprary Worip. 19th June, 1947. 


Sir,—I was surprised to read the letter from 
Dr. Savage suggesting that the L.A. seek 
affiliation with the T.U.C. Of course, I knew 
that he was one of our most advanced thinkers 
in Library matters, but not in the direétion of 
politics. When he was an aétive librarian, any 
mention of salaries or conditions of working 
was tabooed at the Conferences, and the same 


is today. Although we all know that Librariegil 
are getting a very raw deal under the Nations 
Charter, not one person at the recent Confem 
ence had courage enough to ventilate ow 
grievances, not even when the question @ 
raising the subscriptions was discussed. J 
know I was one of them. We must not only 
get better treatment, but we must know whegg 
we are heading. 

First, there are the assistants already in the 
Library. Too many of our best assistants af 
leaving to take up other work. The reasogj 
better salaries and better hours with nights off 
Men and women returning from the Serviceg 
are going to training colleges for teacherg 
Why ? Because after one year’s training they 
can come out with a certificate to enable them 
to get a job at a good salary with good prog 
pects. It takes much longer to get the Libragy 
Association Certificates and there are poog 
prospeéts for the future. 

The vacancies caused have to be filled, and 
here is a real headache. Many towns cannog 
get juniors with school certificates and have 
to take any intelligent youngster who comeg 
along. This, of course, is going contrary td 
the Charter, but you can’t close your libraries, 
For the senior posts we cannot offer a suff 
ciently high grading to tempt applicants. Itig 
time N.A.L.G.O. or some other body took thé 
Charterand adopted a uniform scale forall towns 

The scales of salaries suggested by they 
Library Association were too high. N@ 
Council, except the very richest, would look 
at them. [It is not, in this case, correct to sag 
aim high and we might hit something a litt 
lower. Be reasonable and we may get whal 
we want and deserve. 

I am all in favour of the salaries questiogy 
being considered by a body with experien 
and with the ability to negotiate with em 
ployers. I think it is correct to say that all 
librarians and their assistants are members of 
N.A.L.G.O. 

Rather than a body like the Library Associ# 
tion affiliating with the T.U.C., the betteg 
course, it seems to me, would be to persuadé 
N.A.L.G.O. that there is a considerable numbemg 
of library workers who should have equal 
consideration with the clerical staffs and the 
members of the Surveyors’ and Architeéts 
Departments. Yours, etc., 

R. 
Central Public Library, Borough Librariagy 

Shipcote, Gateshead Public Libraryg 

Gateshead, 8. 
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